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forward movement of which Frederick William IV had so holy a horror,
and upon which even an Old Liberal like Vincke would have been glad
to lay a curb, is deserving of cordial sympathy. The second United
Landtag—as to the convocation of which after the Ma'rztage the reverse of
enthusiasm had at first prevailed in Liberal circles, especially in Berlin,
Silesia, and the Rhinelands, and which had then been, at least professedly,
summoned with a view solely to determining the mode of electing the
National Assembly which was to succeed and supersede it—addressed itself
not only to this task, but also to two others of the greatest importance
to the future of the realm. It laid down—provisionally no doubt, but in
no superficial fashion, and after serious 'debate—constitutional principles
on which it would be difficult to go back, including the freedom of the
press, the independence of judges, and the right of free assembly. And
it approved the financial policy of the Liberal ministry by providing a
sufficient credit (fifteen million dollars) for the foreign and home expenses
of the country, and fixing a much larger sum (twenty-five million dollars)
as a state guarantee (to be met so far as possible by private effort) for
the support of its imperilled commercial and industrial prosperity. These
proceedings, whatever test might be applied to them by further political
and economical developments, were deeds not words, and entitle the
Prussian Landtag commemorated in this treatise to the acknowledg-
ment deserved by a single-minded patriotism in which even the
elements of opposition contained in it after their fashion shared.

A. W. W.

The late Mr. C. A. Fyffe characterised Cavour's Crimean policy as ' one
of those excessively rare instances of statesmanship where action has been
determined . . . by a distinct and true perception of the future.' This
important incident in the making of Italy is described in Herr Adolf Rein's
monograph, Die Teilnahme Sardiniens am Krimkrieg und die offentliche
Meinung in Italien (Leipzig : Voigtlander, 1910). To those who know
Italy the second part of the title may seem to be a gratuitous assumption,
for it may be doubted whether even to-day there is any real ' public
opinion ' in that country. But so far as newspaper articles are concerned,
the author has succeeded in giving a very interesting account of the
Piedmontese press in 1855. He shows how all the Piedmontese journals,
except, of course, the official organs, were opposed to the intervention of
the country in the war and how the Genoese, as usual, were hostile to the
monarchical government with which they had been incorporated ; whereas
in the rest of Italy and in England Cavour was warmly supported, although
Turkey did not want Piedmontese aid. The brochure contains a few
mistakes. Lord Clarendon was never ' English premier ' (p. 112), Cobden's
saying about Thucydides and the Times is misquoted (p. 40), and in the
bibliography the new edition of Orsi's U Italia Moderna, might have been
substituted for that mentioned. W. M.

Dr. Karl Zuchardt's essay on Die Finanzpolitik Bismarcks und die
Parteien im norddeulschen, Bunde, which forms No. xvi of the Leipziger
historische Abhandlungen (Leipzig : Quelle u. Meyer 1910), is an examin-
ation of Bismarck's financial policy in connexion with the North German
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